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BUSY BEACH                  DAY CARE CENTER, INC.

777 SEAVIEW AVENUE, BLDG. #11

STATEN ISLAND, NEWYORK 10305

OFFICE #: (718) 667-2861

FAX #: (718) 667-2538
May 26, 2009
RE: Department of Health Swine Flu Recommendations
Dear Parents/Guardians & Staff:
Recently the NYC DOHMH issued a guidance statement on the management of children and staff with flu-like symptoms in day care settings and the requirements for reporting illnesses. A majority of the guidance includes the policies & procedures we already have in place. Specifically, DOH is requesting that we be diligent in the following:
· Turn away children with flu-like symptoms (Cough, sore throat, and temperature greater than or equal to 100.4 F).

· Contact the parents of children who were asymptomatic when arriving at school, but who develop flu-like symptoms during the day and ask that they be picked up and brought home as soon as possible.

· Children and staff with flu-like symptoms should stay home for 24 hours after symptoms resolve.  Busy Beach takes this a step further, requiring a physician’s note for any child sent home from the center with a “Sent Home Sick” notice. Please refer to the Health Care Policies section of the Parent Handbook.
· Report a cluster of five (5) or more children or staff noted to have flu-like symptoms during the day while attending the child care center to the DOHMH.
Please note, in case of a program-wide health emergency (such as a pandemic), Busy Beach will follow the recommendations of the Department of Health and consider suggestions from the NYS Family Benefits Network, its parent entity. Please be assured that all the necessary information will be disseminated to all parents/guardians in case of such an emergency. As always, if you should have any questions or concerns, please contact the office for assistance. We appreciate your attention.
Sincerely,

Maria Cirillo, Director
Iraida Berger, Board Chair




